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without any regard to order or taste my attention was par-
ticularly attracted by Black Hawk’s lodge at the upper end
of it. This was enclosed by a neat fence made of poles
embracing an area of four or five rods square in a circular
form. A little gate led into it, and all around the inside
melon vines had been planted and cultivated in the nicest
manner. Beiween these and the lodge which was also con-
structed in a circular form and of peeled bark there was an
aisle in which a weed was not to be seen. As I entered
the lodge I was received very politely by the children of
Black Hawk, himself and wife being absent at the time,
and such a specimen of neatness and good order I never
before witnessed in any Indian’s lodge. Although made
of bark it was perfectly tight excepting a small hole at the
top for the smoke to pass out at. As there was no floor
a layer of clay had been spread over and trodden down
which was almost as hard, and at the sides places were built
up about three feet from the ground all around, and mats
spread over upon which they usually sat and slept. It was
also furnished with some dining-chairs, a thing which I
saw at none of the other lodges in the nation.

Although - Black Hawk has been imprudent and acted
rashly in times past, still he had just cause as I conceive
for dissatisfaction and complaint which led to those hostile
movements. He has been degraded and is not permitted
to hold any office amongst his people, yet he has a very re-
spectable band who follow him and are much attached to
him, and it is questionable whether even at the present
time he is not quite as much respected as the haughty and
high-minded Ke-o-kuck who now holds the reins of gov-
ernment in his own hands.

Winding my way to Ke-o-kuck’s lodge which was about
50 feet long, I found him sitting with prince-like dignity
in one corner of it surrounded by his young men and wives,
which were no less than five. He appeared very distant
and not at all disposed to converse, but treated me with
politeness and hospitality, and ordered his young men to
put out the horses and supper to be prepared. I found



